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when these fearful atmospheric disturbances sweep over
the land, and of which the cyclone of 1864 was a most
terrible example.
It is well known that the climate of India is varied by
three seasons: the rainy season, the cold season, and
the hot season. The last is the shortest, but also the most
trying. March, April, and May, are months particularly
to be dreaded. May is, of all these, the hottest, and
those Europeans who then venture to face the noontide
blaze of the sun, do it at the risk of their lives.
It is not unusual for the thermometer to rise in the
"shade to 106 degrees Fahrenheit
" Men are forced," writes M. de Valbezen" to wheeze in
breathing, like broken-winded horses, and during the war
t>oth officers and soldiers were frequently obliged to dash
water over their heads to prevent congestion of the
brain."
We did not, however, suffer from the heat, as besides
the draught produced by the motion of our Steam House,
the punkahs kept fanning into pleasant circulation the
humid air which blew through the woven grass blinds
stretched across our windows, and which were constantly
watered.
The rainy season, which lasts from June till October,
was not far distant, and in some respects might prove
more disagreeable than the hot months. But, luxuriously